
Cosy Community Commissions
Creative Black Country



Cosy communities is in response to Warm Spaces and the rising cost of living – free, safe and supportive 
spaces in the Black Country that people can visit during the colder months. 


Micro commissions of up to £2000 for projects to deliver creative activities in a warm and comfortable space for 

local communities in the Black Country. 


Responses that bring fun, joy, connection, and creativity to local people in the Black Country.


Also support proposals that provide creative activity with existing warm hubs in your local area, these might be 
organised by your local voluntary council or local authority in Dudley, Sandwell, Wolverhampton and Walsall. 





 


 

What is Cosy Communities? 



What is Cosy Communities? 
Creative and cultural activity includes any opportunities for local people to explore their creativity through any of the following: 
performing arts, dance, theatre, music, visual arts, painting, sculpture, photography, design, crafts, heritage, museums, 
literature, poetry, storytelling, film and digital media.  

Awarding between 8 to 12 commissions on a rolling basis until the 11th of February 2023 or until the budget is allocated. 

Successful commissions will be expected to deliver their warm space activity by the 31st of March 2023.  

Focussing on activities that increase opportunities for people to experience great creative and cultural experiences within 
warm spaces in Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton:

•  We’re not prescriptive about how this is done; digital or analog solution or a combination of both.
•  What’s important is that local people are involved in the design and delivery of the project and that it is delivered to 

participants in a warm space and should reach those who may not normally have this kind of creative opportunity.  

Our Creative Advisers can support in developing and planning your project ideas- you don’t have to have a formal group or 
have a fully formed idea, just a desire to do something creative in your local community

We offering up to £2000 to help you to test out a new creative idea with your local community or deliver a full project. 

We can also provide additional cash to make your work accessible, this could include having a BSL interpreter, specific print 
such as braille, etc. 



Who can apply?

. 

Individuals, groups or organisations wanting to become involved in arts and cultural activity in Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall, and 
Wolverhampton. 

Groups and organisations must have some terms of reference for working together (i.e., a Constitution, Partnership Agreement or 
equivalent).   

Individuals might include:  

•  Artists, musicians, writers, performers, designers, promoters, producers, curators, and directors  
•  Collectives, consortiums, and informal groups of people i.e. a performance group (one member will need to take the lead and 

have the main responsibility for managing the project)

Organisations who CAN submit proposals:  

•  Voluntary organisations e.g. arts clubs, collectives, choirs or groups that meet regularly 
•  Arts organisations
•  Public organisations such as libraries, youth centres etc 
•  Organisations whose normal activity is not related to the arts but who want to include arts in what they do e.g., an allotment or 

residents’ association; youth group, senior citizens group  
•  Not for Profit organisations and community groups, whether registered charities or not 
•  Faith groups/organisations  
•  Schools i.e. affiliated parent/community groups   

The activity should engage the wider community and the award cannot be used to subsidise work as part of the school’s 
curriculum.  




What you’ll need to apply

. •  A warm (min 18 degrees Celsius) and accessible indoor space with comfortable seating areas  

•  Adequately staffed and insured  

•  Free warm drinks/refreshments  

•  Be open to sharing stock of written resources offering advice on keeping warm, tackling cost of living etc provided by third 
parties  

•  The activity must be new and must not have been previously delivered as a pilot/taster session or have already started.

•  You will need to be able to start your project as soon as you’ve been informed of our decision on your proposal. We will get 
back to you as quickly as we can after the deadline.   

•  You will need to complete a simple evaluation at the end of the project and encourage all participants to complete a short 
CBC evaluation (which we will provide).  

•  You will need to provide basic documentation of the activity. This could be photographs, film or online documentation.  

•  It is your responsibility to ensure you have all the necessary consents or permissions in place to undertake your project.  




Other tips

. •  Make sure you have agreement from anyone you’re naming in your proposal beforehand.  

•  Keep it really simple – the people reading your proposal might not know you 

•  Be honest and realistic about everything and don’t overinflate your expected audience numbers – we're looking for the 
quality of the relationships, we’re not expecting huge numbers of people (e.g. for a £500 commission, we’d might to see 
around 20 people engaged) 



How to apply

. 
1.  Write a proposal of up to 1000 words or create a video of up to 5 minutes long, outlining your project idea including a 

simple budget illustrating how the money will be spent 
2.  Complete our monitoring form 
3.  Send them both to: cosy@creativeblackcountry.co.uk  

For your proposal, please include:   

•  Your name/organisation & contact details  
•  Proposed name and title of your idea (if applicable)  
•  An outline of the activity taking place (who, what, where, when, and why)  
•  How many people will participate   
•  Time frame  
•  Potential outcome or benefit to the people involved  
•  Amount requested including any additional access costs. (We can also provide additional cash to make your work 

accessible, this could include having a BSL interpreter, specific print such as braille, etc.   

A few points to note
•  We don’t cover large equipment costs, however we can cover the cost of materials and / or equipment hire
•  Please only ask for the amount you need, don’t feel you have to request the full £2000 limit, we only have a limited 

budget and can support more projects if lower amounts are requested
•  Awarding 8 to 12 commissions on a rolling basis until the 11th of February 2023 or until the budget is allocated.
•  Successful commissions will be expected to deliver their warm space activity by 31st March 2023. 


